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PYRENEES, MINOR KARA KARA, AND TAMBO RESERVES;

WITH REVIEW OF WORK COMPLETED BY COMMISSION.

PROGRESS REPORT.

Ty His Ewcellency the Lieutenant- Governor g Victoriu.

May 1 szase Your ExcrnimNor—

‘We, the members of the Royal Clommission appointed to investigate the
1g]enelt'al question of forestry and forest control and management in Vietoris, have the
onour to present the following Progress Report s—

. Parr I.—Pyresers RESERVES.

. The mountain system knowr in this colony as the Pyrenees consists of that
art of the Main Dividing Range which runs in 5 S.B. divection from the neightbour-
ood of Great Western to Buangor, thence in an casterly direction to Aniphitheatre,

and thence by means of a long northerly spur, which forms the watershed between the
Avoea and Wimmera rivers, to St. Arnaud, where it sinks down to the great northexn
plain, ' ' :

‘ MOUNT COLE, :

This forest is situated in the counties of Kara Kara, Ripon, and Gladstone, and
extends along both sides of the Dividing Range, the greater portion being on the
northern or Kara Kara watershed. 'The highest peaks within the reserve, which 18 a
roclaimed State forest, are Mount Buangor, 8,247 fect ahove sea level, and Mount
Ben Nevis, 2,875 feet. Together with the adjacent reserves of Raglan and Langi-
kal-kal, which extend eastward along the Divide towards Lexton, it embraces a total
 area of about 59,400 acres. The grazing rights are let under ammual licences, the
revente received on account of the present. year frorn this source being £92 from
nearly 89,000 acres. - The greater part of this forest area is of silarian formation, hut
the higher peaks and ridges, such as Mounts Buangor, Cole, and Ben Nevig, are
granitic. The ranges within the reserves are.the source of the River Wimmera, with
‘seyera) small tributaries on the northern, and of Middle, Fiery, and Trawalla creeks
on the southern watershed. With the exception of some very narrow strips of detritus
in the gorges and gullies near the heads of the watercourses, there is no land of any

~ extent which can b classed as arable, and owing $0 the rugged and broken nature of
the country, and the thickness of the forest growth, the reserves afford only inferior
‘grazing for gheep. ‘
' Timber.

" TFor a long period Mount Cole forest was the main source of supply of an
extengive tract of country in the north-western district for sawn and sph’c tl_mber for
"general building and construction, as well as for fencing material. Like Ballareok,
it yielded immense stoxres of excellent messmate, which i said to have fully equalled,
if it did not surpass in hardness -nd durability, the messmate of that valuable reserve,
while, in addition, it had nmumerous belts of the finest bluegum, a tree rarely seen in
the western part of the colony, although f'qirly COmIOn in the mountalnous parts
of West Gippsland, Delatite, and the Otway district. Continual over-cutting for many
_years has almost txhansted the mature trees, the total aren of milling tunber now
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available being estimated at about 1,000 acres. It is, moreover, very much scattered,
the largest heing a strip of some 500-acres on a part of the main range, known ag the
Sugar Loaf, the outlet being by way of Raglan to Beaufort, while another helt of
ahout 300 acres is on the northern watershed, on Baranga Creek, and the timber, if
utilized, would have to be carted over. a very difficult mountain track to Buangol‘

- station, on the Ballarat-Ararat railway. Last year there were three mills at work in

the forest, one being on Hickman's Creek on the Elmhurst side of the range, and the
other two on the Beaufort side, their united out]]mt being estimated at 1,300,000 -

. super. feet ; owing to the fagt dwindling supplies the number is now reduced to one,

which is situated in the Sugar Loaf belt just mentioned, about 15 miles from Beaufort,
and has an output of 15,000 super. feet o week, but owing to the bad condition of
the tracks can only cut for eight months in the year. ‘ -
Taking the distribution of the timber as a whole, the dor_mnant trees ave
messinate and stringybark, interspersed with bluegmm along the ridges and in the
higher gullies. Along the foot-hills, and on the undulating land on hoth sides of the
range, there are, in addition to atringybark, considerable tracts covered with yellow
and red box, with white gum and a little feather-leaved waittle on the alluvial flats,
The most valuable young timber, consisting of bluegum and messmate,
flourishes in the sheltered gullies and on the watersheds of the numerous ereeky -
which Lave their source in the ranges. The trees, which are of a straight and
symmetrical habit, run from 20 to 60 feet in height, and have a diameter of about
6 to 15 inches. The finest tracts are the Long Gully belt, ranning from the head of
Fiery Creek to the summit of the range, the Sugar Loaf, the Glut, Middle Creek, and
Graveyard belts, all on the Beaufort side, and the Baranga, Ben Nevis, and several
others on the northern watershed,” All these areas require to be carefully preserved,
for milling porpeses, and if this protection is insured there is every reason to expect
that within a period of ten to fifteen years the forest will again yield large supplies of
mature timber. - : ‘ :

LANGI-GHIRAN,

To the north-west of Mount Cole, from which it ig separated by a narrow strip
of flat country, rises a double-peaked mountain chain, known locally as Mount
Mistake, but named Langi-Ghiran on the survey plans, whose highest point is 3,128
feet above sea level. This range, forming part of the western chain of the Pyrenees,
is gituated in the parishes of Colvinsby and Warrak, is a timber reserve, and contains
about 5,100 acres. The main range is granitic, but where it sinks down to the lower
slopes and foot-hills the formation consists chiefly of silurian schists and rock clays,
with stretches of poor sandy loam on the flats at the base. As a whole the grazing
value of the reserve i¢ very poor, all the land of fair quality in the immediate neigh-
bourhood being alienated from the Crown. The timber, which consists chiefly of
young and over-mature trees, is stringy hark, messmate, white gum, and a little blue-
gum on the range, with large quantities of yellow and bastard box on the flat country
extending from the foot of the mountain to the railway line between Buangor and
Ararat. ~Owing to the inferiority of the timber in comparison with Mount Cole; no
mills have cut in this reserve for a considerable period, and the output is now restricted
to hewn sleepers and firewood, which are obtuined on the hox areis. '

Waittle Bark.

- In past years the creek valleys of the Mount Cole and Langi-Ghiran reserves
were covered with large quantities of the feather-leaved, black wattle, while on the
higher levels the silver wattle flourished. . Owing to the progress of gettlement on the
lower country near the base of the ranges, and the great demand for the bark of the
black wattle, the supplies of this valuable ‘tannage in the district have greatly
decreased. “In 1899, after several years' caveful protection of the young trees, the
sale of the stripping rights yielded £106, while this season it is estimated that aboit
£40 only will be obtained. The ouly belt of wattle of good quality now fit for
stripping is on Mount Mistake, within the siea fenced in for the protection of the
veservoir which supplies Avarat with water. . o '

.. Towards the end of last year, when the vegetation was dry and inflaiminable, 8
fiir (uantity of mature wattle in these reserves was destroyed by fire. ~ Owing to
the scarcity of fivst-class tanning bark, and the liability of this tree to destrmetion by
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fire, we consider that every effort should be made by the conservator and his staff to
have the stripping of all suitable wattle in the dvier districts carried out early in the
seagon. By taking this course the bark would be saved for commercial nse, while
the State would gain the royalty, which, from the cause mentioned, is often lost at
present. During the fires of 1898 and of last year the value of the wattle destroyed
in the Grampians and the Pyrences would be represented by a considerable swm of
money. :
‘ Supervision.
) The forest area known for the purpose of supervision as the Mount Cole
digtrict extends along both sides of the Lividing Range from the neighbourhood of
Lexton to the parish of Bulgans, eastward of Aravat. The reserves embrace a total
area of ghout 70,000 acres, and, in addition, there are about 18,000 ncres of Crown
lands bearing timber in the parishes of Beanfort, Trawalla, Eurambeen, and Glenlogie,
or 88,000 acres in all. This tract of country is supervised by one forester, who is
stationed at Beaufort. Owing to the mgged character of the mountain reserves, and
the fact also that beam and sleeper hewing is carried on on hoth sides of the range,
while piles and laths are now obtained in almost inaccessible gullies, it is a very
difficult district to effectively supervise. The revenue obtained from timber cutting
in 1899, allowing £70 for mill licences, and including £10 for penalties, was under
£240, The largest sum received was £106 from wattle bark—a very fluctuating
itern. ‘This year it is douhtful whether the reyenue will much exceed £200, one of
the mills having heen removed to the neighbouring Tehirrce reserves. On the other
hand, the receipts from mining timber and railway sleepers will probhably be lnxger
than they were last year, there being an increasing demand for the fovmer, owing to
the revival of mining' at Raglan. The expenditure, including pay of forester, forage
allowance, and travelling expenses, is about £180 per annwm. ,
© 'With the exliaustion of the mature timber, the vevenne from mills must he
expected to dwindle ; but while the fine belts of young trees should be strictly pro-
tected for several years to come, millers should be encouraged to cut out all the
-patches of old timber still standing.  Next to the area now heing out over on the
Sugar Loaf, the most important of these is along the valley of Daranga Creek, the
ontlet heing by way of what is known as the Rocky road to Buangor, 'The area of
mill timber available there is roughly estimated at 800 acreg. Part of the flow of
this ereek is diverted to supplement the supply of the Aravat reservoir on Mount
Mistake, but if proper precautions are taken by the TForests staff to select s mill
site in a position which will prevent amy drainage thercfrom from reaching the
créek above the offtale, and ordinary sanitary rules are enforeed, there need be no
valid ohjection to the fimber being utilized ¥ - We may reiterate here, what we have
already stated in dealing with other water supply areas which form part of forest
reserves, that the Crown should in every instance where tlhie storage or diversion of
water is authorized retain full control of the timber, wattle bark, and other forest
produce found thereon. :
- _ TCHIRREE. _

Tehirree forest is situated hetween Avoca and Navarre, and forms the southern
portion of the long chain of hills which run northward from the Main D_ivride through
the county of Kara Kara, and form the eastern range of the Pyrenees. The highest
elevation is Avoca Hill, 2,464 feet above sea level. The area of the reserve 1s
ostimated at about 52,000 acres. The fall of the range is very steep on the eastern
* or Moonambel gide, but on the western the descent is more gradual towards the head
of thé Wimmera, and here several smiall tributaries of that stream have their sourco.
The valleys of these creeks have been seleated, and ave -oceupied for tillage and.
grazing, in some parts far into the heart of the range, so that there is bub listle
forest Jand which, even if the timber were ringed and roughly cleared, would afford -
fair grazing. The formation of the mountain chain asa W hole'is silurian—schists and
rock clays, hardening at intervals into clay slate, and with outerop of quartz in many
of the gullies. The higher levels, where bush fires have swept through, are covered
with a dense growth of silver wattle serub, and the grazing valne of the reserve i3
indicated by the rents received ab present from neighbouring Hl’azldlmlders_, aver
35,600 acres being let for £24 per annumn, the laxgest biock of 21,725 aeres yielding
£10 ls 2d., or 4d. per acre. '

- t

* The ofttnke is just below the junetion of Spring and Barangn C(roeks,
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: : Timber. : -
The timber congists of messmate, stringybark, and bluegum, with white o'limi
arev and yellow box, white ironbarlk (known locally as spotted box}, and & littlg el
ironbark on the foot-hills and low-lyin% land, On the eastern gide, towards the Av ook
St. Arnand road, the timber along the ranges is of very inferior quality, the pest
having been long since et out by mills.  On the western, or Wimmera side, the mil110§
timber is of excellent quality, and large quantities have heen cut for the surroun ding
districts since the supplies on Mount Cole began to fail. The trees ave, however, v efj
scattered, and do not appear to attain the same height and girth as on Mount Cole
The bluegum especially, now obtainable on the schistose ridges in Tchirree, thowigh
very hard and dense in the grain, is genevally of medium height and girth, and
evidently of very slow growth. In the working of this reserve the ordinary diamiet®
felling limit (2 feet) could not he rigidly enforced with advantage, and the forestex In
charge should have full discretion to allow suitable stunted timber under that size to he
taken out. At the time of our inspection in May last two small spot-mills were at work,
their united output heing about 75,000 super. feet a month. Since then another
small mill, with an average cnt of 40,000 super. feet per month, has heen removed
from Mount Cole to the same neighbourhood, The revenue from these mills foxr the
current year under the licence system would be at the rate of about £38 each.  "The
other classes of timber cut in the reserve and on adjacent Crown lands are hewn bheams
and sleepers, piles, poppet legs, posts and rails, and, near Avoca, mining props.

: Walttle Bark.
In this part of the Pyrences there are large arcas covered with a dense gro-wvil

" of young silver wattle, a great deal of which has been destroyed by fire during; the

last two summers. The bark obtained from this variety, though greatly infexior in the
strength and quality of its tannin to the black wattle, is readily purchased by the

Tlocal dealers and tanners for mixing with the latter. Inits present condition of gro-wwil

in serub belts the silver wattle, if it escapes the danger of annual fires, will not attain
any large size ; and, in our opinion, steps should be taken this seagon to let at a reason-
able rate the stripping rights to approved persons, who will thin out and strip the areas
under the supervision of the forester in charge. At the same time, all the black
wattle in the reserve which has attained a faiv size could be stripped at a fixed voy alty
per ton, ‘
: Supervision.
The reserve, together with large areas of auriferous Crown lands stretching

“eastward from the range fowards the Avoea River, and southward in the connty ol

(ladstone, is in charge of one forester, who is stationed at Avoca. The receipts from
timber cutting this year are estimated at about £290 and the expenditure at about
£200. , : : . - ' - '

_ NORTEERN PYRENEES.

.- As the name denotes, this reserve, situated chiefly in the parishes of Boos
Boloke, Carapooee West, and Moolerr, comprises the most northerly }l)xart of  the
Pyrenees, and extends from the vieinity ‘of Barldy and Moonambel on the south to
St."Arnand on the north, The chain of hills in this forest gradually dips down tO +the

" northern plain, and tke elevation throughout is inconsiderable. The formatioxn ig

similar to Tchirree, being silurian schists and clay slate, with outerop of ironstoye
and quartz along the lower slopes and gullies. The timber consists of red and Wlite
ironbark, bluegum, grey, yellow, and red hox, white gum, a little messmate ang

- stringybark, and some useless bastard box. Colden and silver wattle is also fouyg

among the larger trees, but the former valuable tannage tree does not in this dl‘y

inland district attain any useful size. The timber trees range from 4 inches to 4 Fagt

. in diameter. Sapplics of excellent sleepers are still obtainable from the ironbark Ay

box, and piles up to 60 feet in length from the bluegum. The northern houndary- of
this reserve should be extended to the Maryborough-St. Arnaud railway line, SO 4

_to take in a small tract of auriferous land, and the St. Arnaud water reserve of

153 acres should be included in the pevmanent forest area, by which it is surrountdegg
Both these pieces of land hear young timber of good quality, the ironbark and Tyqy
on the watcr reserve heing straight, sound, and of congiderable value, if proteCleg
The grazing rights of over 17,500 acres of this forest ave let in small areag to 22'
persons, at a total annual vental of £61. - C
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Addition to Reserve.

ool Ig)llloli?: lgs:fz 5?2;31 gfqujl?(;iisz ajé‘ot}:; e‘;‘o‘:avlnshil:é1 of Stt}te}rtmill,l i11lt11e parish of
i ,000 acres, clagsed as anriferous land o
g?lxcl){i%rng‘lan, wl}u%h sf!'l?uld he added to the Northern Pyrences resa:;(ca. t’hﬂ;e tlrlsgs
of conn g; ‘(:girlxes&s :\r ij):l ovgilrtlncky mdges,r\:mh gullies of poor sandy loam, and sand
et 1) 1{'1111,1; y heath. The rf‘o:*ma_tmn is siluring, with outerop of
g of: e (}W an 1'1 eb 1) es on the ridges. The timber, which is of inferior quality
om part ot B e ]t; side, gr:eatly improves to the east and gouth, and consists of red
> 3 ]1_ inches in diameter, with & fair number of mature sleeper trees of
le same cind, white ironbark, stringybark, and grey, yellow and red box. The
grazing quality of this land is very poor, and the ironbark and Box on it s the best

yield it is ever likely to give.

r Supervision,

_The Ijorthern Pyrences forest, with smaller reserves and Crown lands in the
counties of Kara Kara and (ladstone, amounting in all to about 160,000 acres is in
charge of one forester, who s stationed at Emu, near Bealiba. The greater p,ortion
of these Yands consists of open hrush forest, and while no milling is carried on, the
ironbark and hox furnish large supplies of railway and mining timber of the finest
quality. Large guantities of firewood ave also cut in the neighhourhood of St Arpand
and Bealiba.  The receipts lagt year trom timber cutting were £850, and the working

expenses ahout £330

Mivor RESERVES.

Dalyenong timber reserve Las an area of 6,742 acres, is gitnated north-west
of At_'chdale, and_ extends westward from he Avoca River to the Dalyenong pre-
emptive purchase on Tarpaulin Creek, The formation ig cliefly gilurian, with outerop
::af ironstone and guartz and barren sand ridges, but there are helts of granite at
intervals. The tmber eonsists of red and white ironbark, grey, yellow, and red box,
and bulloak, with a little golden wattle. The sleeper timber iz nearly cut out, but
the reserve will produce large quantitics of fencing material ‘and mining props, in
addition to first-class firewood, the latter being now oxtensively obtained around -
Bealiba for the Carisbrook mines. - :

The eastern part of this reserve, being the two allotments having o frontage to
the Avoca River, should be excised, as it contains falr grazing land and inferior
gimber. The area is about 750 acres. ‘

Sandy Creek timber reserve has an area of 1,100 acres, and stretches
eastward from the Tottington pre-emptive purchase to Sandy Creck. Nearly the
whole of this land consists of poor barren ridges, with outcrop of ironstone and (uartz
gravel, and a small strip of loam along the ereek fromtages. The timber consists
chiefly of grey and yellow box, and ironbark, patehy in quality ; hut there is a fair
quantity 0% sleeper trees, and large stores of props. If protected,- this reserve, in
conjunction with the neighbouring one on the west of Tottington homestead, will be
of great value for supplies of railway and mining timber. ' _

Tottington timbex resexve containg 4,810 acres, and extends westward from the
Tottington=-St. Arnaud road to John Bull Oreek. The formation is similar to thab of

" the reserve last mentioned, with narrow -strips of loamy flat Jand of fair grazing
quality -along the creek. The timbet as » whole, congisting of grey hox and red iron-
bark, with some yellow and ved Dox, white ironbark, and stringybark, 18 of excellent
quality, and in 2 faw years will furnish large supplies of sleepers, beams, and bridge
piles. Thousands of sleepers wers cut a few years ago for the: mallee railways, and
even now there are & good many mature trees fit for this line material, and also
ample supplies of prop timber. The nearest loading station is St. Arpaud, 16 miles

Away.

Warngar timber reserve (7,070 acres) comprises the Bolangum range of hills,

in the parish of Warngar, westward of St. Arnand. The timber consists of ironbark,
rey. DoX, and stringybark. Almost all the Ia,nc} of fair quality to the foot of the
hills is occupied by "selectors, This reserve will furnish good: supplies of railway,
mining, and fencing timber, Tt 18 estimated that about 90,000 sleepers can be

obtained there at the present time.
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Morrl Moryl timber reserve (4,588 acres) lies southward of the last-mentioned
area, It congists of poor silurian rises and gullies, and bears chiefly ironbark and
grey box timher of fair quality. This avea also will be useful for supplies of Bleeper-s,
piles, and mining timber, Other small reserves in this district, such as Glynwylin
(1,584 acres), Navarre (330 acres), Darkbonee (800 acres), and Gre Gre (640 acres),
will be dealt with by us after the soil and timber have been examined. - .

RosBRVATIONS.

We recommend that the following reservations he 111_ade —
Ao be permanent Forest Reserves—The following aveas, distinguished by

vertical red lines on the new county plans :— -
: : R EBztlmabod aven
In nores.
Mount Cels regerves, in Ripen, Enra Kara, and Gladstone ... e 88,200

Raglan and Langi-kal-kal reserves, in Ripon, Talbot, and Kara Kara ... 28,700
Langi-Ghiran reserve, ineluding water supply arens, in Ripon and. .

Kara Kara _— e .. 8,180
Tchirree reserves, in Kara Xurn (subject to the excision of about 1,000 .

acred, for ocenpation, in parish of Tehirree) ... s . we 82,000
Northern Pyrenass reserve, in Wara Kara (with about 4,000 acres now

clagsed as suriferous, lying sonth-enst of Stuartmill, in parish of

Boola Boloke) e i, © ... 62,000

To be refained as Timber Reserves—The following areas in Kara Kara,

distinguished by horizontal red lines on the new county plan :—
Bstlmaled oren

1n MOVres.

Dalyonong resorve (subject $o excision of ahout 750 seves, being the
. enstern frontage to River Avoen) ... = ... e 6,742
Bandy Creel reserve ... . .. e 1,100
Tottington reserve o 4,310
Waragar regerve s ‘e e 7,070

Morrl Morr] reserve . ... T - 4,088

Parr IL—Tamso Ruserves, BasT Grepsrany.

. These reserves are situated in the counties of Tambo and Dargo, in' Rast
Gippsland, and extend from the River Nicholson, on the west, to the parishes of Nowa
Nowa and Nowa Nowa South on the east, and from the parish of Colguhoun, near the
Lakes’ Inteance, on the south, to Timbsarra Creek on the north, in the parish of
Gillingall, and westward of the township of Buchan, They contain a total area of
about 257,000 acres. ‘ IR '

* In the southern area the country consists partly of undulating land and partly
of low hill ridges, with deep valleys between, down which a number of water-courses
find their way to the River Tambo and Lske Tyers. In the northern portion the
configuration is more broken and abrupt, the ridges running up to the Omeo Divide
which is the source of the Tambo and other fine streams, ‘ ,

The geological formation towards the coast is chiefly tertiary, consisting of a
poar loamy and sandy soil, covered with inferior stringybark and serub, On the noxth-
east of Bruthen and northward of Nowa Nowa, trap and sandstone rocks are met
with, but the greater part of the northern area ic silyrian, with the exéeptidn of a.

‘sbrip of granitic country on the Tambo. The land, as a whole, affords very poor

pasture, grazing rights for two blocks- of 85,000 and 25,000 acres bein let unde

: ] _ n r
an annual licence for £5 10s. and £4 reépectively. : ",The timber ingthis forest
includes stringybark, interspersed with valuable grey box and red ironbark, mess-

- mate, silvertop ivonbark, and spotted Tow i
: . onbarl ] gum,  Towards the eastern boundar
there iz some yellow stringyhark and mahogany. - The finest timber is unquestion}:

‘colony,  The portion krown as the Colguhoun forest, eastward of the ILower:

ably the Babmsdale variety of the t, whic i ize, an)
1bly : le va grey box, which here attains a larce size. and
furnishes. some of the hest and most durable hardwood now obtainable in. ?bhe

Tambo, is r cut : . AR ; S (07
» 18 10w cu§ out as regmds mill timber, but large quantities of hewn
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beams and gleepers have during recent years been obtained there, and in the
laamshes stretching eastward towards Lake Tyers. Only one sawmill 1§ now at work
in the reserves, and this is situated on the south-eastern shove of the Iake men-
tioned, The mill logs, grey box and ironbatk, are obtained from the eastern side
of the northern or Nowa Nowa arm, and have to he hauled to the shore hy
bullock teams from the cutting aveas, and thence transported in barges, Some of the
largest box logs now cut run from 30 to 50 foot in length, with a mean girth of 7 to
10 feet, and so excellent is the quality of the timber that it is readily sold in Melbourne
for railway carriage and truck building, as well as for Harhor Trust work; at high
prices. On the same northern arm of the lake there is a very fine belt of grey box
P[:.le timber, extending from allotment 24 on the south to allotment 31 on the north.

he trees have 4 diameter at the butt ranging from 4 to 12 inches, and are of a
straight symmetrical habit. The barrels of the smaller trees are in many instances
50 feet in length, and from the larger ones piles of the most durable quality, from 50
~ t0 60 feet in length, will he obtainable within a shovt period. The Lake Tyers

district has been noted for many years for the excoptional guality of its pile timber,

and, now that first-class logs for this purpose are so difficult to procure in most parts
of the colony, this belt of box should, we consider, be strictly preserved for jetty and
bridge work.

In many parts of the reserve the white ant has made great ravages among the
older timber, the hox especially being attacked, and scores of trees within a small
radius beine mere shells. The box, too, both on the Lower Tambo and around Lake
Tyers is being gradually erowded out by a younger growth of comparatively worthless
stringybark. After fires, the young stringybark serub comes up very thickly, and under
present conditions there is very little natural reproduction of hox. On some areas,
where the younger growth of the latter treo is faily promising, it is worthy of
consideration, whether the stringybark shounld not he destroyed to insure the better
growth and reproduction of the more valuable tree. Northward and north-westward
of Bruthen there are considerable areas covered with red ironberk, some of good
quality and others in a state of premature decay. Here again, the valuable hardwood
is overcrowded by stringybark and other inferior trees. Nothing is to be gained by
allowing good sleeper timber to be gradually destroyed by the white ant, and we
consider that when the area now being cut over by beam and sleeper Lewers between
the Tamibo and Lake Tyers is exhausted of suitable timber, they should be allowed
to enter ou these northern areas, under proper supervision, and fake the older trees
which are suitable for their purpose. B '

SUPERVISION.

The reserves are supervised by two officers, the one in charge being atationed
ot Bairnsdale, and an assistant at Cunninghame, who superintend the operations of the

beams, and bridge or jetty piles were cut in the Colguhoun, Lake Tyers, and

gleeper and beam hewers and pile-cutters. In the past enormoys quantities of sleepers, -

Wy-Yung district, and tlle receipts from this source are still fairly good. Therevesue

last year from timber was, approximately, £513, and the expenditure £336.

RESERVATIONS,

, In addition to the main forest area in Dargo and Tambo, an additional trracﬁ of
28,500 acres stretching towards the Snowy River, and situated betw‘*e{?n Lake Tyers
and Hartland Creek, has been scheduled for permanent reservation. This land consists

almost wholly of poor sandy rises and gullies, intersected by small creelts, and covered

with a. growth ot common stringyhark and scrub. Tt is said, however, that in the

castern pars, and northward of the projected reserve in the parish of Bete Bolong South,
there are some belts of the true yeilow stringybark. As the available supplies of this
valuable pile timber are very limited, we propose to take steps to have the VYhGlt! area
carefully expmingd before dealing with the question of reservation of this porbion,
which, in view of .the inferior character of: the forest growth.genemlly, it appears
desirable to confine to sny small areas which may be found hearing the more valuable
timnber. : : , ]

' district a request wag made to 08 by local residents
i of the reserve should be excised for
| razing quality may be

During our visit to the
that about 6,000 acres in the south-west par ;
selection: The soil of this area is a poor gandy loam. and 1§ 8

P
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judged by the fact that it forms part of the block of .2 5,000 acres which islet for £4.
er annum. FHad the land been covered with stringybark only, we should haye
advised the granting of the excision asked for, but it forms part of the limited traa
which bears grey box, and although the mature trees are cut out, we canngg
recommend the sacrifice of any area likely to reproduce this fine timber.

We recommend that the areas known as the Tambo reserves, distinguighed 1,
vertical red lines on the new county plans of Dargo and Tambo, be permanent]
reserved for forest purposes, the boundaries to be subject, however, to the fo]lowing
modifieation :— ' :

The south-eastern boundary to be extended into the parish of Tildeslev
West, in order to include the grey-hox areas on the eastern shores of
Lake Tyers, the line to be the eastern houndary of allotments 24,
26, 28, 29, 81, and of the unnumbered allotment lying to the nortly

- of bloek 81, thence by the Orbost-Nowa Nowa-road to the existing.

boundary of the reserve (about 7,550 acres).

Paxr III,—Ruview or Worg C_OMPLETED BY CoMMISSION.

Now that we have examined and reported on most of the important reserves of
the colony in which timber-cutting is carried on, the time seems opportune to briefly~
review the progress of the inquiry, and the work which we have completed. The
Comumission, composed of Members of both Houses of Parliament, was created in

© June, 1897, its appointment being considered necessary owing to the chaotic condition

into which forestry and forest interests had fallen, in the abgsence of any proper law to
secure the protection and maintenance of the reserves. In addition to matters
affecting the management and working of the forests, we were intrusted with the duty
of advising the Crown and Parliament what State forests and other timber areas should
be (@) permanently reserved, (b) temporarily reserved, (¢) added to temporary or
permanent reserves, and (d) excised from existing reserves for the purpose of settle-

- ment. The principal data furnished to us at the outset consisted of a schedule of

proposed reserves, prepared by the late Surveyor-General (Mr. 8. K. Vickery) ancl
Mr. Blackburne, Inspector of Forests, together with-a set of county plans, showing;
the situation of the various areas. Iiis scarcely necessary to say that, in view of the
somewhat vague and indefinite information available from official records and plans,
we could not have undertaken an investigation of this kind, and farnished trustworthy
reports dealing with the reservation from- settlement of large tracts of country,
without making & personal examination of the timber and soil of the principal areas of
land affected. This duty has necessarily protracted what in any case would have
been a laborious investigation, as the reserves are scattered all over the colony, and 2
large number of them, being in mountainous territory, are in the roughest and most
Inaccessible districts. : ‘

In"the original schedule prepared by Messrs. Vickery and Blackburne, the
total area of the proposed reserves amounted to 4,237,000 acres, and in a supple-
mentary schedule prepared in October, 1898, there were additional areas amounting
to 118,000 acres, or 4,355,000 acves in all. Of these, the approximate areas in each
class were set out as follows:— S '

) ' ’ . Aores,
- 1st clags, or “agricultural lands” s 76,000
2nd class, or “ agricultural and grazing lands” ... 199,000
- 8rd class, or “ grazing lands ” e e 4,080,000
' 4,355,000

]

It must not be understood that the above estimates of agricultural ” land

refer to large or continuous belts of good soil, fit for tillage after the clearing of the

timber and undergrowth, In most instances the arable tracts are made up of narrow
&Hujfml,ﬂats anc_l‘_creelﬁ valleys on the watersheds, slopes of mountain and hill ridges»
and irregular strips of voleanic soil or decomposed suudstone on table lands. Ever
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along the Murray, in the redgum reserves, where the clay flats between the ana:
blrmmhea and lagonns ave tairly extensive, there are considerable areas of barren sand
ridges hreaking the ponttinuity of the fertile soil; and, in addition to this drawback
tl_m may deprossions and swamps tilled by the heavy inundations which flood thié
m‘ur:};‘:ha trie? o smntry fur seversl months every vear afford ample reason for the
classifieation in the laty Murvecar-General's sehedule, which places 192,000 acres of
f?:::;g:ﬂ%% iﬂif:l!:‘v“i _:::.“t}i;‘u Apd, and unl:,-. :S,SU() }u tho 1st class, while in the case of Gun-

¢ Bogerve Ha 08 geves are P am o frd class, and in

Iip to thue present, out mi'It?hv hl:t‘ lu" ',}'d (?W s"‘t'l‘d onlyl 51'000' I e e e

_ a) aven of 2,355,000 acves in the schedules
we liave exrined and goported on or atherwise dealt with 2,045,000 acves. Of the
TRIRERIN HUVRS abot GOOO00 acres are situated on movntain ’ric]cres in the most
remate and inneeessihle paets of Nurth (ippsland, Benanibra, and %ogong and are
naturally proteetad Ly their cituation, while areas in Croajingolong, Clentral and West
(‘i'uppsinm]. the Wostern Distriet, and that pars of the Northern District which extends
from the Pyrenpes o the River Goullnn, all of which are faitly nccessible; make up-
a million and w quarter aeres, part of which Las been inspected. The balance
voughly FHOAMNEvres, cunsists of minor reserves in various parts of the colony. ’
Siner the econmnencement of the incuiry, the following areas have been excised.

by ux frow seheduled  veserves, for the purpose of agricultural or pastoral
settlement @ ‘

[EBTIL S ; Rusery. [nsy of Loazd, Esbimeted Arens Tolasd,
! In Acres,
Angzlosey o | Bael Amelesey oo .o | Grazing 27,200
Bemsadtt e fhi-nmsbrs . 10,000
Hogong sn - Muuitey aud Chiltern vee ” e 3,000
Crmjingnioms ot Lienon Hiver . e » C e 89,300
Dalntite nx e | Winterign . o 5,000
o e oo D Limg e o ar " 830
" .y par | earpir - “er ¥ 800
» “er Lands fn Memifig, Daaran
Fast, Whitflold nil Boro-
: denntitin » 1,150
Kurn Brra o o Frlebireoe snd Dalyenong o ” 1,750
Lowan e oe | Blugk Renge » . 17,500
Mairn ane e | Bartonh e .| Agrienitursl and grazing 10,000
‘Twnbo oo L Upper Taobo o ... | Grazing 6,000
¥ 1 sew ) 'I‘ﬂ.lllhﬂ ‘e ai » : s v 1,100
e
“Lintad wes o 178,680

St A R e k3 A 1t ot bt Ao € et et

——————————

Wyt it 1 wddition to (s aliviy areas pur ropors on the Delatite reserves provided for the exelsion
of nriom blneks wmentiting to wver 9,200 neres, wlier the removal of the timber ¢hereon of coramereial
value ; whilo the damarontion vf tha hounderies of Qtway Forest will sot free fur sottiement phout 10,000

NELUH,
The following repoxts have been issued in the course of the investigation =—
1, Sleoper-hewing forust resarves and ol Crown Jals.

1, Mansgemont sl control of Vietorie forest, U ppor Yaurs district (29:1,0_00 aurfss).‘
3. » " PBarmah aid Guubower Forests, Murray distriet (195,000 A01EE).

4, » “ " Wombat forest, Central ldiatrict, {158,000 aerel ).

5 " " Obway dlstrict reserves {188,700 acres).

8 " . ) Cihillern and Gianley distriot sesorves (154,000 201E8),
7. “The forests of the enmnty of Delatite (282,000 neres). _

¥, Paatoral lands in the Granon River distriet (90,000 acreR)

g, Pagtorsl Jands in connty of Lowan {Blick Renge restrve, 76,000 2CYE )

1) Forest royalties, and the royalsy sysiem. A

11, Wire protestion in counsry districts. y
13, Pyrenecy, minor Torn Kaew, an t Tambo reserves, Bagh Gippsland

The following reports are in the press:—
13, Proposed dyersion of water from U’ppm:Acheron, Vietorls Forest,
4. The forest resarves of tha Ballurus district.

1n addition to the ordinary duties which pertain t0 the inquiry under the terms
of the conmmission sesued to ns, we have frequently been called upon from time to time
to deal with questions rolating to the management and working of @he' forest veserves.
Some of these questions have been of a Very troublesome nature; 1.m01v1ngd;]o-ur._~ngys :
fo the country, 48 well ag the taking of evidence to enahle us to Arrive at a decigion.

-

(470,000 BCras).

for supphy of matropolis.
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- CoNCLUSION, ‘

Early next session we expact to be In a position to issue a genpral report on
the management and working of the reserves, plantations, and nnrseries, which will
include a rough draft of a Bill to place the question of forest conservancy on a
substantial and permanent basis, #’Our investigations, and t;ht_a inspections made by us
in most distriots of the colony, have forced us to the conclusion that there should be
1o return to the weak and ineffective administration of the past. That administration
/has led to the grossest speliation and waste of forest.: material, which in any intelligent
sppregiation of the subject would have been recognised a¢ a source of nattonal wealth.
{With the single exception of redgum, which flourishes hest on alluvial flats and river
ifrontages subject to Inundation, our most durable and useful hardwoods are found
lon the poorest lands of the colany, in rugged mountainous country, or on the ironstones
‘and gravels of the silurian areas, stretehing from the Grampiaus eastward to the Goul.
Turn, There should, therefore, be no conflict Detween the interests of settlemept and

Hfovestry. What has to be guarded against is the alienation of poor rangy or auriferous
lands under the grazing-aren seetions of the Land Agt, such as the ironbark or hox
forests of the Northern distriet, and the milling areas of Gippsland, the North-eastern

- distriot, and Otway. The facility with whicl selectors were permitted in past years

- to &ecure grazing blocks up to 1,000 acres in poor stony country, fit for nothing but

| to carry a fow head of sheep in good seasons, is responsible for the destrnction of

: large avens of fiyst-class timber, now urgently required for railway and mining purposes.

* The time taken to repradues red ironbark to the paint of maturity has been astinm.tcj,d

¢ by competent observers at from 70 to 120 years, and the slow growth of grey box in

t gimilar conntry is slmost equally myrked.. When it is borne in mind that the desire .

'~ of a few persons living in the neighbourhood of a reserve for its curtailment or

. abolition, conveyed to the Goverpment, in the form of petition, is frequently merely-

| to increase the extent of existing holdings for the grazing of sheep, and that such

: grazing conld often he obtained by them at a low rental from the State without the

 alienation of the land, we think it is time that the interest of the geuneral community

iin this matter should recelve seme consideration.

' Despite the mistakes of the past, it is not too late to set aside in perpetuity a
forest domain which, embracing the mountain and hill ranges of the colony, as well as
some of the poorest soil on'the plains, will, under proper management, yield unfailing
supplies of timher for Stafe requirements as well as for mpny industries dependent ypan

. the cheapness of this material, maintain the flow of streams gnd springs, and madify
extremes of climate in the distriets'in which they are situated, .

The areas submitted to us for examination and report, taking intp account what
has been already exeised for settlement, are less than one-thirteenth, or nearly 7-7 per
cent, of the total area of the colony. France maintaing wnder forest 17-99 per cent.,
Germany 25-70 per gent., Austrip 3958 per cent., Canada 8766 per ¢ent., and Brifish
Indja 25 per cent. It is surely not too wueh to expeet that in a gountry Jike this,
subject to an irregular rainfall, to devastating droughts with failure of water supplies,
and in many districts to extremes of heat and cold, there should be an intelligent
recognition of the climatic and induostrial benefits arising from forest congervancy, and
of the absolute necessity at this stage of settlement of adopting a firm and definite

poliey in the matter.
A. L. TUCKER, President.
ALF. §. BAILES.
J. BALFOUR BURTON,
D. 1. DUGGAN.
DAVID HAM.
'DAVID KERR.
CHAS. SARGEANT.
'G. J. TURNER.
Foresis Commission, Parliament 19 ouse,
Melbourne, 18th September, 1300,
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